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The CHDS Mobile Education Team (MET) recently conducted a Homeland Security
Executive Education Seminar for FEMA Region 10 (AK, ID, OR, WA) in Seattle.
Facilitated by CHDS Director Glen Woodbury, the seminar used notional newscasts
which postulated terrorist scenarios and massive earthquakes off the Pacific coast to
drive group discussion. Over 30 federal and state emergency managers from across
the Pacific Northwest attended the all-day event.
Invitees included state Adjutant Generals and Homeland Security Advisors, state
police chiefs, health officials and emergency management directors, as well as
faculty from the Naval Postgraduate School. Senior regional federal law enforcement and health officials were well
represented as were FEMA Region 10 division directors, key staff, and the Federal Coordinating Officer cadre. “It’s
almost a cliche in emergency management circles that it’s too late to exchange business cards once catastrophe
has already struck,” said Susan Reinertson, FEMA Regional Administrator and NPS homeland security master’s
degree alumnus. “Seminars like this are crucial in forging and reinforcing the mutual respect and trust that is so
essential when lives are at stake.” The CHDS MET seminar had two primary goals:
1. Identification of the policy, strategy and organizational design challenges facing the region’s homeland
security efforts, and to provide an opportunity for the seminar participants to discuss and debate potential
solutions.
2. Facilitate discussion of specific goals identified by the region’s homeland security leadership.
The Center has conducted more than 85 executive MET seminars for over 2,500 senior local, state and federal
officials. The seminars provide a neutral educational forum to discuss, debate and address the specific homeland
security needs of the states and jurisdictions.
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